and the political atmosphere within which they operate. But, of greater concern to governance analysts, administration pundits and academics is the legal framework within which the Anti Corruption Agencies (ACAs) are allowed to operate in Nigeria. Amongst the Anti graft agencies in Nigeria, most prominent of them on the lips of contemporary Nigerians is the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC). The EFCC has been in an active fight against corruption for more than a decade now but the effectiveness and/ or success is considered to have fallen below expectations.
Some researchers, most especially Sa 'id, (2014) attributed the ineffectiveness to the earlier factors mentioned as finance, leadership, political atmosphere and ethical factors such as corruption within the operatives. Beyond these factors is the legal framework within which this all-important anti corruption agency (EFCC) operates. Since it has been argued that operational success of such organisations is to a large extent connected to the legal space they enjoy, it is therefore imperative to evaluate the legal framework within which the EFCC performs its functions. This will no doubt expose the scope and limit of its operations and therefore provides an avenue for intellectual assessment of its success against the available powers.
This research is concerned with the operational powers and/ legal frame of the EFCC; this is to allow for a more articulate opinion as to whether the commission is properly positioned with the necessary and adequate powers to be effective. To do this therefore, there is need to ask among other specific questions as whether the EFCC has adequate powers of prosecution. Secondly, does the commission has the capacity to control or monitor transfer of foreign currencies across Nigerian boarders?
Thirdly, how effective is the commission on the fight against Drugs and narcotics? Fourthly, Can EFCC regulate and control daily cash limit transactions as required by the law establishing it. Fifthly, do the proceedings in the regular courts frustrate the efforts of the EFCC?
The last is to what extents does corruption amongst the lead counsels affect the functions of the EFCC? These are some of its functional responsibilities as provided by the prohibition act, 2006 as amended. It is therefore against these outlined functions that the commission's effectiveness can be objectively assessed. The research therefore seeks to assess the operations of the EFCC along these areas of responsibilities against the enabling space of powers.
Theoretical issues
The concept of corruption has been greatly overstretched in the academic circle and so the assessment of the anti corruption agencies. The scourge has been viewed with different phases and extents depending on the context, the society and time. The common ground however in all conceptions and contexts has been that corruption and/or any act perceived to be corruption is an evil inclination which diametrically negates human and societal development. When making a house-cleaning, one will have to start from the upper stories and shove the trash towards the ground floor. Likewise, the fight against corruption will have to start at the highest levels of the start (Andvig et al, 2001 ).
An anti-corruption agency on the other hand is a publicly funded body of a lasting nature with a specific mission to fight corruption and reduce opportunities for corruption by means of prevention and repression strategies (Meagher and Voland, 2006 Besides, democratisation will in addition to the establishment and independence of these institutions and practices, also imply a prior democratic institutionalization of a larger set of relatively balanced social forces, of politically countervailing powers. 
1.2.b. Determinants of an Effective Anti-corruption Agency

c. Wide Competences and Special Powers
The remit of these specialised agencies is usually broader that of conventional bodies 
d. Long-term Sustainability
The sustainability of anti-corruption agencies is another of their defining traits.
Few of them in fact have viability and their durability over time is merely the result of the
capacity that the institutions demonstrate in resisting their inevitable collapse. Without an existence proven over time, the definition of an anticorruption agency is no more than a legal euphemism.
Theoretical framework
This study is conducted within the context of structural functional theory attributed to the work of Gabriel Almond, a theory that became so popular in the 60s. This theory suggests functional specification of a designate structure established for a particular set of activities. This goes to mean that a set of roles prescribed for an agency as justifications for its existence. The operational powers of such structure therefore flow from these very purposes. The EFCC is an agency (structure) of government established to fight a specific form of corruption derived from it name, the Economic and Financial Crimes commission. This is to say that the commission is saddled with the function of fighting financial crimes and related offences.
The legal space and powers of its operations should be adequate to allow operational success in that direction .This structural functional theory provides a theoretical clue for an assessment of EFCC to determine the latitude of legal wherewithal it enjoys for its operations. For structural functionalism, the question is what a structure does within the political system. This is to understand what is expected of the structure to do and the actual. In the same token, EFCC is a structure established on the expectations to address the menace of financial crimes within certain legal space. The actual performance and empirical results achieved is to be viewed against the expected while paying attention to the powers defining its operations..
Methodology
This is a survey research that seeks to determine the appropriateness and the legal space allow for the EFCC to operate for optimal results. were sampled for the study after careful selection processes were used across the six geopolitical zones in Nigeria. The data were also analysed with the aid of tables and percentage for easy understanding. This was thereafter followed with an inferential statistical technique for precision and clearer direction of results.
Research Findings
Discussion on the research findings will be guided by the research questions defined in the introductory section. The research question is stated as:
How appropriate and adequate is the legal framework within which the EFCC operates?
To answer this question, the mean response to the questions on section two i.e. legal frameworks, was subjected to a cross tabulation analysis and is presented in tables 1.1.1A below. 
Conclusion and Recommendations
The relevance and importance of Anti By virtue of recommendation therefore, it is a mandatory requirement to streamline the functions of the EFCC to financial crimes and redefine its powers to fit into these functions.
Secondly, there is need for a separate and specialised court or tribunal to handle financial crimes to avoid the incessant delays associated with the regular courts. Thirdly, the agency needs more powers that will enable it prosecute an accused person effectively. Fourthly, The
Nigerian judicial council should put a check on continuous basis the activities of the counsels and judges with a view to ensuring compliance to their professional ethics and punish defaulters with tendentious corruption traits.
